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INFORMATION 


September 17, 1971 


MEMORANDUM FOR: 


FROM: 


GENERAL HAIG 


SVEN KRAEMER 


sK 


SUBJECT: 


Trip Topics 


You requested a sketch of possible topics, questions and people to be 
the focus of the forthcoming trip to Southeast Asia. 

If past experience is a guide, the process of a low-profile inquiry 
necessarily will have to be played by ear and will involve being passed 
on Informally from one place and person to another after the initial 
contacts are reestablished. I expect to meet with a number of middle-level 
FSO's and officers, and I would also expect to renew acquaintances with 

a number of local officials and junior leaders within the government, 

• * 

the military, the universities, etc. 

♦ 

■ • . , . , m , , r , ■ 

, , ► . , •• 

While I would tend to let these individuals tell me the focus of their 
concerns and would only gradually ask them to elaborate on specific 
matters, I would seek to learn their true views about the following issues: 

• What is the likelihood of turmoil and the mood, role and inter- 
relationships of the major dissident groups? 

rr What is Ky ! s following and his connection with the militant 

veterans, the left wing students. An Quang and pro-NLF fronts? 

Is Minh*s camp angrier with Minh 1 s incompetence than with 
Thieu r s Machiavellianism, and are they looking elsewhere? 

— Is the new Lower House likely to be an important transitional 
institution for Vietnam (or for Thieu)in the post- election period? 
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.. What is the background of the McGovern incident? 

— What parts of JUSPAO and CORDS, organizations being drastically 
cut, should not be phased out but are in danger of falling under the 

axe? 

» » 

-- What are the long-range psychological effects of Lam Son; of the 
Cambodia operations? 

— How substantial are progress and problems in the land reform, 
village administration, Chieu Hoi and Phoenix programs as viewed 

from Saigon? 

♦ 

~ How serious is the problem of U. S. troop behavior and morale? 

— - Ambas sador Bunker and Pre sident Nixon have been d “°^ ed ° r 

ridiculed in much of South Vietnam' s press because of their evident 

lack of effective leverage with Thieu. What 

Vietnamese feel about the issue of leverage and of T 

— How substantial is the increase in anti-Americanism? 

How will it be focussed in the days ahead? 

' * 

— How do the Vietnamese see their future militarily (e. g. in I Corps, 

H Corps) and politically? 

HOW, according to the Vietnamese, can U. S. assistance b est be 

focussed as the unilateral U. S. troop withdrawals continue. 

„ What has been the psychological impact of the Administration' s new 
China policy? 

If it were possible to visit Cambodia, I would be interested in modified 
versTons ofthe above questions tailored to my acquaintances in Cambodia 
and to the Cambodian circumstances. _ 
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